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The Improvement and Construction of China’s International Discourse
System: Challenges and Direction

SUN Jisheng

Abstract: Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
China has been improving its international discourse system, attaching great
importance to it and making various efforts to improve it such as strengthening
international communication, broadening communication channels, enriching
discourse content, increasing discourse initiative and improving international
communication capacity. At the same time, regarding international public
opinion, China also faces multiple challenges. The phenomenon of “China
discussed by others” and “Chinese image shaped by others” is still common.
There are deep-rooted misunderstandings and misreading of China. Some
countries unreasonably suppress Chinese media and relevant agencies. Negative
information against China often misleads world public opinion, making China
face various kinds of pressure from international discourse and public opinion.
Strengthening the construction and improvement of international discourse
system is a systematic project, which requires not only basic foreign language
ability, professional ability, discourse shaping ability and public opinion leading
ability, but also the ability of cross-—cultural communication, critical thinking,
and empathy. To better meet the expectations and better respond to the
concerns of the international community and shape a fair, objective and
comprehensive view towards China in the world, China urgently needs to
further strengthen the construction and improvement of its international
discourse system at multiple levels and multiple dimensions in terms of
discourse content, styles, subjects, platforms, and multidisciplinary talent
training. Only in this way can China create a favorable international discursive
environment, better safeguard national interests, and improve national image.
Only in this way can China continue to enhance mutual trust with other

countries, strengthen international solidarity and cooperation, jointly address



international challenges, and build a community with a shared future for
humankind with other countries.

Key words: the construction and improvement of international discourse
system, discursive ability, international communication, discursive power,

international public opinion, China view

The Crisis of American Foreign Policy and Its Roots

ZUO Xiying

Abstract: In recent years, the crisis of American foreign policy has been
emerging. As its foreign policy decision-making becomes dysfunctional, the US
finds it more and more difficult to be the can-do power, which is the syndrome
of the collapse of liberal world order. The causes of the American foreign policy
crisis lie in the relative decline of the US power, the change of its world view
and its reluctance to lead the world as a global hegemon. However, there are
deeper domestic roots, mainly vital problems in social governance, including the
hollowing out of manufacturing sector, the shrinking of the middle class, and
the decline of rationality in society. These problems have eroded the American
democracy. The Biden administration has renewed democracy at home by
revitalizing the manufacturing industry and fostering the middle class. At the
same time, Biden has also tried to unite the democratic alliances and partners,
and re-embed the domestic society into the inner-circle of Western democracies.
He no longer seeks to promote the liberal order to the whole world, but to seize
the opportunity of the Russia-Ukraine conflict to shrink the liberal camp and
move towards particularized approach in foreign policy. Although Biden has
been quite successful in dealing with the Russia-Ukraine conflict and has
improved the US’s external situation, it does not mean that American foreign
policy has come out of the crisis.

Key words: American foreign policy, liberal order, Western countries, Biden

administration, great power relations, Russia-Ukraine conflict

Security Competition Intensity, Party Politics and Small and Middle
Powers’ Cooperative Strategies toward Great Powers

ZHONG Zhun

Abstract: Against the backdrop of US-China competition, why are some
countries joining the China-led Belt and Road Initiative while maintaining
alliances with the US The explanations of “dual structures” and “hedging”,

focusing on great powers and the international system, and limited to the cases



